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Family Literacy Ideas  
for Spring 

 
Nature Babies� �Point out and name the 
sky, the trees, the grass and the 
creatures you see. Give your baby 
leaves to crumple. Run a blade of grass 
along their cheeks for the tickle effect, or 
let them run their hands through the dirt 
and pat pies out of mud. Listen together 
for the chirping and chattering of insects 
and birds, as well as the plane in the sky 
and the dog next door. Try to imitate the 
noises.  
 
Preschool Professors:  Cultivate your 
child's natural curiosity about growing 
things by helping him plant a garden of 
his own. Cheerful annuals like 
marigolds, nasturtiums and 
pansies grow easily from seed, 
and will thrive even in a balcony 
window box. 
 
Divide and categorize: Nurture the 
spirit of exploration by asking her to 
gather a collection of items from the yard 
- from sticks, leaves and grass to dirt 
and rocks. Have her put the things that 
are alike together. They may choose to 
divide their collection according to 
colour, shape or feel (whether the 
objects are hard or soft). But whatever 
the criteria, they're learning to categorize 
- one of the basic skills of science.  
 
School age scholars: Make a simple 
sundial with garden markers or old 
pieces of wood. First hammer a stake in 
a sunny, clear patch of ground. Make 
sure it's straight. Every hour, hammer 
another marker in at the end of the 
shadow cast by the sun. Write the time 
on the stake in indelible magic marker. 
You've created a solar clock. Check the 
next day to see how well it keeps time.  

Homegrown: Stories for Life 
has started at the  

Arrowwood Library   
 

Homegrown is for families with children 
ages 0-12 years old.  Join in this fun and 
relaxing event with your whole family to 
learn rhymes, crafts, games, stories, 
songs, and share food.  Learn new ideas 
that you can use at home.  
 

 
The next date in Arrowwood is Sat. 
April 30 from 10a.m. – 12p.m. 
 

 
Homegrown is once a month in the 
following communities: 
 

Mossleigh Hall: Saturday, Apr. 9 from 
10:00–12:00 Includes lunch.  

 

 
Milo School:   Monday, Apr. 11 from 
7:00–8:30  Includes a snack.    
 

 
Vulcan Lutheran Church:   
Monday, Apr. 18 from 6:00–7:30 
Includes supper. 
 
Lomond Library: Thurs. Apr. 21 from 
5:45–7:15 Includes supper.   
 

Cost $5 / family.  Call 485-3107 to 
register at least 2 days before the 

session.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out a Pillowslip Story! 
 
 

 
 

 

Pillowslip Stories are available in the 
public libraries in Vulcan County.  A 
Pillowslip Story is a pillowcase with: 

� �a story 
� �a non-fiction book 
� �activity ideas and a game 
� �a backdrop and characters 
� �everything recorded on tape. 

 

Rainbow Literacy Society has 
created 42 Pillowslip Stories and 
even more are coming! Make a story 
so much more; check out a Pillowslip 
Story today! 
 
 

Juli’s Recommended Books 
 

� � Something from Nothing 
Phoebe Gilman 
Scholastic Canada 
Level: PreS – Gr. 3 

� � Jeremiah Learns to Read 
Jo Ellen Bogart 
North Winds Press 
Level: PreS – Gr. 2 

 
Quotation 

 

"Love me when I least deserve it, 
because that's when I really need it."    
- Swedish proverb 



Jokes 
 

A teacher in B.C. 
presented her class 
the first half of a 
proverb and asked 
them to come up with 
the remainder of the 

proverb. It's hard to believe these were 
actually done by first graders. Their 
insight may surprise you.  
 

Strike while the..................bug is close.  
 

It's always darkest before ................... 
…………………..Daylight Saving Time.  
 

Don't bite the hand that …………….... 
............................................ looks dirty.  
 

No news ............................ impossible.  
 

A miss is as good as a .................. Mr.  
 

If you lie down with dogs, you'll ……… 
..............................stink in the morning.  
 

Love all, trust ................................. me.  
 

The pen is mightier than the …...  pigs.  
 

An idle mind is….the best way to relax.  
 

Where there's smoke there's ..............  
…………………………………pollution.  
 

Happy the bride who ..........................  
…………………..gets all the presents.  
 

A penny saved is ................. not much.  
 

Two's company, three's ......................  
…………………………the Musketeers.  
 

Don't put off till tomorrow what ……….. 
........................you put on to go to bed.  
 

Laugh and the whole world laughs with 
you, cry and…………………...…………  
…………you have to blow your nose.  
 

There are none so blind as ………….... 
.................................... Stevie Wonder.  
 

Children should be seen and not ........ 
…………………..spanked or grounded.  
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When the blind lead the blind ............... 
…………………..…..get out of the way.  

And the WINNER and last one!  
 

Better late than ............ pregnant. 

Events 

Family Literacy Day was Jan. 27th 
 

To celebrate RLS and the Advocate 
toured Vulcan County and handed out 
prizes to anyone who “Got Caught 
Reading!”  Below are the winners who 
mailed in entries. 

 
10 mo. Old Kasey Francis, “Got Caught Reading!” 

 

 
Grandpa Ray and Tyce Daniells,  

“Got Caught Reading!” 

 
19 mo. old Kody, “Got Caught Reading!” 

 
The Child and Youth Fair is 

coming! 
Friday, June 10, 2005 

2:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Vulcan Cultural Recreation Centre (C.R.C.) 
Watch for more information in the paper! 

 

Literacy News 
Did you know literacy 

investments pay huge economic 
dividends? 

Every 1% increase in literacy levels 
would create a 1.5% permanent 
increase in GDP – that’s an extra $18 
billion a year that could be directed at 
Canadians’ priorities. Also, raising the 
percentage of people at the top skill 
level is not the determining factor in 
stimulating growth. Instead, the best 
investment is to raise the average, and 
that means focusing some attention at 
the lowest literacy levels.  
(Findings based on study by Coulombe, 
Tremblay and Marchand, Statistics 
Canada, June 2004.)  
 

Pay Less Tax! 
It is tax time again.  Are you tired of 
paying so much of your earnings to 
taxes?  Consider making a 
donation to a charity that serves 
your area and use it as a tax write 
off.  Talk to your accountant or a 
qualified financial advisor about the tax 
benefits of charity.  And don’t forget the 
benefit to your community! 
 

Rainbow Literacy Society is a registered 
charity serving Vulcan and County.  Tax 
receipts can be issued for donations of 
$10 or more.  Help us make a difference 
through family literacy programs! 

�  
Easter Ideas 

� � Decorate Easter Eggs – color them 
with crayons and dip them in water 
and food coloring. 

� � Go on an Easter Egg Hunt.  Make it 
a scavenger hunt with written clues. 

� � Once you have collected the candy, 
plastic eggs count them together, 
name the colours, sort them by size 
or colour. 

� � Sing nursery rhymes like “Here 
Comes Peter Cottontail,” and “Mary 
had a Little Lamb.” 
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