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Family Literacy Ideas  

for Summer 
 

Handprint Canada Day Flag 
Your child can show his patriotic spirit by 
lending his hand in creating the 
Canadian flag. Ages 1+ 

You will need: White poster paper, red 
water based paint, paint brushes and 
containers. 
1. Cut the poster into a rectangle that is 
appropriate for the size of the hands that 
are being used. 
2. Use a straight edge to draw two 
blocks on the edges for the red.  Have 
your child paint the red and let it dry. 
3. Make three hand prints to complete 
the maple leaf.  
4. Paint a small stem at the bottom of 
the leaf to complete the flag.  
Image courtesy of www.kinderart.com 
 

Literacy during the Holidays 
The kids may be home from school, but 
you can still keep their academic skills 
sharp by doing some of these fun 
activities: 
·  Use road maps to determine 

distances.  They are a tool to teach 
place names and math (how far 
from this place to that place, how to 
get from one place to another, how 
long would it take by car?). 

·  Work on letters with sidewalk chalk 
or draw in the sand at the beach.  
Play letter I-spy when you drive. 

·  Attend a special event and talk 
about Alberta’s history and what the 
Centennial means.  

Upcoming Events 
 
Child and Youth Fair - Friday, June 10th 
at the C.R.C.  2:30 -6:30 Enjoy fun, 
interactive activities for children and 
youth with exposure to resources in 
hopes of raising awareness and forming 
positive relationships within our 
community.  Call 485-2192 for details. 
 
Day Activities for Kids - Contact the 
Recreation Board to find out what trips 
and activities your children can take part 
in this summer like a trip to Calaway 
Park! Phone 485-2554. 

 
Summer Reading Program 

Check  this  out   
at   your   local   
library.  The theme 
this year is  Blast 
Off!  Go to  
www.td-club-td.ca 
to learn more 
about it. Visit  your  
library  for  dates  
and  times. 
 

Golf Tournament for Literacy 
Rainbow Literacy Society’s 8th Annual 
Intergenerational “Fun Classic” Golf 
Tournament - Friday, Sept. 9, Vulcan 
Golf Course.  Get your team in early!  
Register this summer at 485-3107.  For 
all levels age 7 and up.  

Minimum two 
children or youth 

per team. 
        

Quotation 
 

In the case of good books, the point is 
not to see how many of them you can 
get through, but how many can get 
through to you.           - Mortimer J. Adler 

Rainbow Literacy has joined 
Alberta’s Promise 

 
 

 

Alberta©s Promise is a movement to 
inspire communities, businesses, service 
clubs, foundations and agencies to work 
together to direct more resources to 
benefit our children and youth. 

Alberta©s Promise celebrates successes 
and recognizes partnerships to motivate 
all Albertans to raise awareness of the 
importance of investing in Alberta©s 
children and youth. 

Rainbow Literacy Society is now an 
Agency of Promise.  Come see our little 
red wagon at the office or find us on the 
website www.albertaspromise.org.  

 
Believe it or not you can read it.... 
 

I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty 
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg.   The 
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mind. 
Aoccdrnig to rscheearch taem at  
Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn©t mttaer 
in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, 
the olny iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist 
and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae.  The 
rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll 
raed it wouthit a porbelm.  Tihs is  
bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not raed 
ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a 
wlohe.  Such a cdonition is  
arppoiately cllaed Typoglycemia :)-   

 



Juli’s Recommended Books 
 

� � Green Wilma� � y Tedd Arnold 
 (Puffin Pied Piper)�
"One morning Wilma woke up 
green, and much to her surprise, 
she sat up on her bed, croaked 
and started eating flies..." 
Level: PreS – Gr. 2 

 
� � Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader for 

Kids Only by the Bathroom Reader 
Institute  

“Great jokes, interesting facts, 
cool short stories.  Even kids who 
don’t normally read will love 
reading this! 
Level: Gr. 4 – Gr. 8 
There are 17 or more other 

Bathroom Readers for all ages! 
 
 
Learning a Living: First 
Results of the Adult Literacy 
and Life Skills Survey, 2003 
(Statistics Canada) 
 

About one out of every seven 
Canadians, scored in level one, the 
lowest performance level. It means that 
a large number of adults, well over three 
million Canadians aged 16 to 65, have 
problems dealing with printed materials 
and most likely identify themselves as 
people who have difficulty reading. 
 

Literacy skills had a large impact on 
earnings.  Among adults who experience 
unemployment, those who score at 
higher levels on the document literacy 
scale have a higher likelihood of re-
entering employment sooner. 
 

The survey found that the parents© level 
of education had a significant impact on 
the literacy scores of their children.   
 

In Canada, respondents who had 
medium to high literacy skills, and who 
were high-intensity computer users, 
were five times more likely to be in the 
top 25% of personal income earners 
than respondents who had low literacy 
levels and used computers infrequently. 
 

Alternate Meanings 
 

ARBITRATOR: A cook that leaves 
Arby©s to work at McDonalds 
 

AVOIDABLE: What a bullfighter tries to 
do 
 

BERNADETTE: The act of torching a 
mortgage 
 

CONTROL: A short, ugly 
inmate 
 

HEROES: What a guy in a boat does 
 

PARADOX: Two physicians  
 

PARASITES: What you see 
from the top of the Eiffel 
Tower 
 

PHARMACIST: A helper on the farm 
 

POLARIZE: What penguins see with 
 

PRIMATE: Removing your spouse from 
in front of the TV 
 

RELIEF: What trees do in the Spring 
 

RUBBERNECK: What you do to relax 
your wife 
 

SUDAFED: Litigation against a 
government  official 

 
 

Websites 
 

http://thewclc.ca/edge – The Learning 
Edge: skills for adult learners.  Issue 5 
has a special focus on skills adults need 
when looking for work such as 
networking, cold calling, using the 
internet, interviewing and stories from 
learners about how they found work. 
 

www.soyouwanna.com – easy to read 
site that claims to teach you how to do 
all the things nobody taught you 
in school.  Examples include: 
soyouwanna get a pet ferret, 
soyouwanna fake an Irish 
accent, soyouwanna pay off 
your student loan.  If you©re 
looking for explanations online, 
the wild goose chase ends here. 

 

6 Simple Rules  
for a Lazy Sunday Breakfast 

 

1. No whining. Not a single moment of 
complaining will be tolerated. There’s 
plenty of that on weekdays, so please 
spare us. If you don’t like the grapes in 
the fruit salad, just pick them out. 
 

2. Also, no bickering. Any sibling (I’m 
not mentioning names here) who 
quibbles about who got the last pancake 
(or any similar such business) will be 
sent to the den — alone — with a bowl 
of cold cereal. 
4

�

 

3. No newspapers are allowed at the 
table until after the main course is 
finished. Crossword puzzles are not 
permitted before the third cup of coffee. 
 

4. Musical accompaniment, if any, 
must be enjoyable, upbeat and played 
at a medium-low volume. Van 
Morrison, The Beatles and the 
soundtrack to O Brother, Where Art 
Thou? are ideal. Classical music is also 
acceptable, except for Wagnerian 
operas. 
 

5. No TV. Period.  
 

6. If at all possible, pyjamas should 
be worn at the table. Comfortable 
sweats and track pants are a reasonable 
alternative, as long as they are 
something you wouldn’t be caught dead 
wearing in public. 

 
Volunteers: At the Heart of it All 
Rainbow Literacy Society would like to 
thank all the volunteers who help make 
literacy happen.  Thank you to Board 
Members, Tutors, volunteers for the 
Family Conference and Golf-
Tournament and everyone else who has 
contributed throughout the year.  You 
really do make a difference! 
 

If you are interested in volunteering 
please call Rainbow Literacy Society at 
485-3107.  If you want to contribute but 
do not have the time, consider making a 
donation.  Tax receipts can be issued for 
donations of $10 or more.  Help us make 
a difference through literacy!  
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